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Present:   Cllrs D.M. Fenton (DMF) D. Flanagan (DFL) D. Pennington (DP), B. Beverley (BB), J. Eagle (JE), 

K. Sherlock (KS)  
Parish Clerk: Ms. S Booth                               
Members of Public (MOP): There were no MOP in attendance. 
 
1 Open the meeting: 
1.1 The Chair opened the meeting & acknowledged all in attendance 
 
2 Apologies & Declarations of Interest:  
To note apologies from those Councilors, absent from the meeting. 

   2.1.1 L. McCann (LM)  
   2.1.2 H Brooks (HB) 
   2.1.3  WC H Moss (WCHM) 
   2.1.4  Resolved: Apologies received and accepted for this meeting. 
2.2 To note if Cllrs declare if they hold any interest on any agenda items. 
    2.2.1 Resolved: That there were no declarations on any agenda item for this meeting. 
    POR: It was clarified by the Clerk for transparency, a blanket DOI has been implemented for any application that 

may be connected to any serving member of the Council where applicable  and in their absence where required. 
 

3  Invitations requesting representation sent to the following groups: 
3.1 If a representative is not able to attend the meeting, it has been requested that they furnish the Clerk with  
an up-to-date report which can be circulated to the councillors ahead of the meeting. 

     3.2 Matters Specific to Millington - High Legh Ward Cllr Kate Haque. An invitation via email and Teams has 
been sent. 

      7.05pm - 7.20pm: Actions, updates, correspondence & reports 

        3.2.1 The following report was received from WCKH 
Precept information  
I have been informed that rural parishes will be subjected to increasing precepts due to the recent Parish 
Boundary Review, which has increased councillor numbers and, in turn, their financial burden. At current rates, 
this will disproportionately impact smaller rural councils, putting many at risk of exhausting their budgets by 2027. 
Without adjustments, these councils may face unsustainable precept increases, far higher than those in larger, 
more populated areas. This situation threatens to undermine local democracy and essential services, and timely 
communication and adjustments are urgently needed to help these councils plan for upcoming budgets. 
 
I have responded to the council with the following email. 
After speaking to some of my Parishes about this issue in the past, there have historically been concerns from 
several of my parishes about increasing precept. Given the impact on smaller rural parish councils that can't 
easily justify budget increases, could Cheshire East Council explain how it plans to address this extra burden, 
and how much Parishes are supposed to up their precept by? It's increasingly difficult to justify to my rural 
parishes why they're paying so much when they receive little in return from Cheshire East Council. Many of these 
communities feel they're constantly being "double taxed" - paying both council taxes and higher local precepts yet 
seeing few actual services. Unlike urban areas that benefit directly from council-funded services, rural parishes 
are left to cover the basics, like road maintenance and community spaces, out of their own limited budgets. This 
setup places a disproportionate financial burden on rural residents, who are understandably frustrated. I'm 
struggling to explain why they're expected to keep paying more without receiving the same level of support, and 
it's getting harder to convince them that their contributions are fairly distributed. This approach risks further 
eroding trust and financial stability in these rural communities 

 
Boundary Commission consultation  
I'm doing some work on the boundary commission consultation. High Legh Ward will lose 10% of its electors from 
sounds Pickmere /Tabley/Mere, which will be re-proportioned into Knutsford Ward and classes as Knutsford 
Ward residents. What are your thoughts on this? We don't have a definitive idea of where the boundary will 
reduce from, but I'm predicting the aforementioned areas.  
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Unless we are able to come up with a good argument as to why the boundary shouldn't change, then it's a given. 
However, residents may feel otherwise.        
For insight, the proposed boundary changes for the High Legh ward aim to adjust its electorate to achieve better 
electoral equality. Currently, High Legh is projected to have a 10% variance below the average number of 
electors per councillor by 2030. To address this, the Local Government Boundary Commission for England 
(LGBCE) has recommended transferring certain areas from High Legh to adjacent wards.  
Specifically, the Tabley Park development area, which was previously part of the High Legh ward, is proposed to 
be incorporated into the Knutsford ward. This adjustment aligns the ward boundaries with the updated parish 
boundaries established during the recent community governance review. 
 The argument against this is the forecasted variance for my Ward is at -10%, which is close to the target but still 
a bit more negative than I’d like. This could potentially throw off balanced representation, especially if population 
changes don’t align with projections. 
It also seems like there weren’t many alternative boundary options considered for High Legh, which feels like a 
missed opportunity. Looking into more configurations might have helped boost community representation or bring 
the variance down a bit further. 
The LGBCE is currently seeking feedback on these proposals, and residents have until 9 December 2024 to 
submit their response. 
Recommendation. 
To argue against any proposed changes, residents could present evidence of strong community ties, historical 
unity within existing boundaries, or concerns that adjustments may disrupt effective representation. Participating 
in the consultation process and providing specific feedback about neighbourhood identity and concerns about 
community division might also impact the final decision. 

   3.2.2 Resolved a copy of the email sent to Cllr A Harrison to request representation was circulated to the Council. 
   3.2.3 Fix My Street: Update on reported CEC issues.  
      3.2.3.1 Update: Ref no: 6537462: Chapel Lane: CEC have assessed your report and aim to carry out a repair in  
      the next 20 workings days. 
      3.2.3.2  Resolved that the action was given for WCHM to feedback to CEC regarding the Cllrs disappointment  
      about the grit bin decision. 
      3.2.3.3 Resolved that the  Clerk will send a photo and ‘What3words’ in relation to location of the new directional   
      signage at the crossroads at  Bucklow Hill is  ///notch.fade.suitcase . The sign should read Rostherne, Ashley,   
      Millington and Altrincham. 
     3.2.3.4 Resolved that updates to the FMS spreadsheet were given by Cllrs. 
     Action: Clerk to report the loose grids on the full length of Chapel lane. 
     Action: Clerk to send an email/letter to MP E McVey in regard to the absence of WCKH and thank WCHM for  
   3.2.4 Footpaths: DFL and KS, to highlight footpath issues on a map. 
     3.2.4.1 Resolved that various gates around the area were discussed. 
 
 3.3 Matters Specific to Rostherne & Tatton - Mobberley Ward Cllr Hannah Moss Haque. An invitation via email 
and Teams has been sent. 

       7.20pm - 8pm: Actions, updates, correspondence & reports 
3.3.1 WC H Moss - Report  

• Discussed grit bins with DMF. 

• WCHM is now the Chair of Tatton Park. Invitation to the meeting will be sent to the Chair. 

• Street cleaning requests to clear leaves have been requested. 

• Bulbs have been planted round the Rostherne signs on the A556 

  Q: JE requested an update on 20’s Plenty? 
   Q: Enquire if CEC will be cutting green areas in Millington soon? 
   Q: Sign is still damaged on Cherry Tree Lane. 
   Action: Clerk to email a letter to the MP thanking WCHM on her service to MRT PC 
  3.3.2 Weed spraying:  

 3.3.2.1 Ref no: 6537645: Cherry Tree Lane: Resolved that Cllrs are not happy with the update from CEC and 
requested that WCHM relays this discussion. 
 

3.4  Cheshire Constabulary: 
3.4.1  No report received but Cllrs updated on the following. 

• The Police are actively watching St Marys Church area. 

• Cherry Tree office has been broken into. 

• Gates need to be closed and locked. 
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3.5 Tatton Estate:  
3.5.1 The following report was circulated to the Council and read at the meeting 

• Roadside trees – significant H&S work undertaken and have planted two for every one that had come 
down. 

•  Lady Mary’s square:   
Substantial refurb no 5 – EPC C exceeded all expectations  
Wider Work in background: changes to the spec.   
Commissioned external replacements – windows, gutters, isolated roof repairs; maintaining grounds which 
they next used to do.  Potholes done twice.     
Included external works inc repainting to Forward Developments lease renewal. 

• Permissive path: sheep on fields: keen to get signs and parish council magazine. 

• NPR Growth Board launched but no other news 

• New vicar – Can we invite to PC meetings? 
         Action: PC to invite the new Vicar to the meetings 

3.5.2 Cllrs updates/actions: 

• DF will enquire what is happening with Rose Cottage. 

• DMF provided an update on the Permissive path at the rear of Lady Marys Square and signs were 
discussed for PROWs. 

 

3.6  Fisher German: No report received 
3.7  Peaks & Plains: 
   3.7.1 Resolved that a letter received from P&P was circulated and read out to the council. 
   Actions: DF/LM will send a letter regarding the drains and request a site visit with Sophie Valentine and follow up on 

the property with the vehicle. 
 
4 Minutes of the previous meetings presented to the Council:  
4.1 To consider the approval of below sets of minutes.   

4.1.1 Bi-monthly meeting of Millington & Rostherne PC held on 10/09/24, [P32 to 34].  
4.1.2.1 Resolved that the minutes were a true and accurate record.  
4.1.2.2  Resolved that there were no matters arising. 
4.1.2.3  Moved unanimously 

 

8.20pm – 8.35pm 
5. Planning Applications:  
5.1 Millington registered & decided planning applications 
   5.1.1 Parish Cllrs to consider the below planning applications and making representations to the Inquiry and SoS  
   and to becoming a Rule 6 Party. POR: Cllr HB will abstain from any vote and recuse himself if required. 
      5.1.1.1 24/3463M Derelict Existing Garage Site to the East of, Whitehouse Road, Bucklow Hill, Mere, 
     Knutsford, Cheshire. 
      Erection of a pair of semidetached houses. 
      Received: 25/09/24 via Cllr DF as it had been sent to Mere PC      Cllrs Notified:   
     Comments submitted: 30/10/24 Ref no: SRBUS169380 
   5.1.2 Resolved that there were no comments to log with CE planning for this application. 
 
5.2  Rostherne & Tatton registered & decided planning applications 

5.2.1 Parish Cllrs to consider the below planning applications and making representations to the Inquiry and SoS 
and to becoming a Rule 6 Party. POR: Cllr HB will abstain from any vote and recuse himself if required. 

      5.2.1.1 24/2743D Tatton Park, Knutsford Drive, Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 6QN 
      Discharge of condition 4 on application 20/5256M – The removal and replacement of the glass greenhouse 

structures of both the Vinery and Potting House which includes the timber, glass, doors, casements and winding 
mechanisms. The installation of temporary concrete copings to plinth walls post removal. As part of the final phase, 
the replacement of the timber structures and glazing with an aluminium framing system. 

      Received: 09/09/24         Cllrs Notified: 30/09/24 
  5.2.2 Resolved that there were no comments to log with CE planning for this application. 
 

6 Combined - Millington Rostherne & Tatton matters  
6.1  Northen Powerhouse Rail: To be left on the agenda and a meeting will be called when required. 

6.1.1 DP & DMF updated the Council on the recent NPR meeting held at Ashley PC. 
6.2 MRT  combined registered & decided planning applications 
   6.2.2 Resolved there are no combined planning application updates for this period.  
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7 Renewal of Rostherne Defibrillator  
7.1 Resolved that Cllrs will explore a grant or cheaper renewal option. 
 
8 Exclusion resolution: 
8.1 The Chair RESOLVED that the members of the public who were attending the meeting, could  
 now withdraw from the meeting as the public section had now concluded. 
 
9 Parish Precept and Taxbase arrangements for 2025/26 
9.1 Resolved that there will be no increase to the precept for 2025/26. 
 
10 Finance: Cllrs to be updated and agree on all finance related topics. 
10.1 MRT Unity Trust Bank Accounts: 
   10.1.1 To note the current financial position in the Unity Trust bank accounts at the 31st October 2024. 
          10.1.1.1 Unity Current Account T1 (20482255): Statements 20 & 21                   £7,356.06 
          10.1.1.2 Instant Access Account (20442268):    Statements 15                           £5,870.13 
 

10.2 To acknowledge as a record the spreadsheet detailing the funds transferred from Rostherne Parish 
Council and Millington Parish Council which are solely earmarked for use in their Parish. 

 
 
 

10.3 To acknowledge and approve the following payments. 
     10.3.1 MRT/RA/17- Fenton Farms – Awaiting invoice                            Cheque 300016 – STILL UNPAID 
     10.3.2 MRT/RA/31- Unity Trust Bank charges invoice - £5.40                DD 
     10.3.3 MRT/RA/32- Unity Trust Bank charges invoice - £6.00                DD 
     10.3.4 MRT/RA/33- Zurich Municipal Insurance - £419.85                     Cheque 300028 
     10.3.5 MRT/RA/34 - Clerks Salary Mth 7 & 8 – £AR                              Cheque 300030 
     10.3.6 MRT/RA/35 - HMRC Mth 7 &86 – £113.34                                  Cheque 300031 
POR: Cheque 300029 – VOID (in CHQ bk) 
     
11 Any other Business (Comments / Inquiries / Reports):  Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to 
report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.  
11.1 Agenda 2025-01:  Invite new Vicar to the next meeting. 
11.2 DF: Updated that fence on Rostherne corner is not good. DF updated that she has not had chance to obtain a 
quote for the fence paint yet due to her injury.  
 
12 Date of next meeting:  
12.1 The next parish bi-monthly meeting will take place at Egerton Hall at 7pm on Tuesday 14th January 2025 

 
S Booth, Parish Clerk, Millington & Rostherne Parish Council,12th November 2024  


